THE VIG1ORIANS AOT>  AFTER
of sanity between the sober covers of the statute-book, and it is possible that even his more thorough-going principles may some day be adopted
Unlike Garlyle and Ruskm, Matthew Arnold made no plea for a return to the Middle or anv other Ages He did, it is true, write the stimulating if ill-informed On the Study of Celtic Literature, rather, one feels, because many people around him were interested m such things than because he himself was attracted towards them He disliked his own age as much, possibly, as the bearded prophets did, but his remedy was not "go back39 For him the cure was to go forward, and the way to do this was not to stir up religious feelings which he himself did not share, but to throw open the doors to the "sweetness and light" x of the reason He was in many ways a true disciple of Goethe His range of interests was unusually wide, as a surprised public discovered when the first series of Essays in Criticism was published, and though for us to-day his examples are not very well chosen (we are apt to find the journals of Amiel a bore, while Maurice de Guenn has faded out of the picture) it is the two series of these criticisms that still remain the important things The titles of his books, Culture and Anarchy, Literature and Dogma> in themselves indicate his trend towards a new humanism, which to a large extent he succeeded m founding as an island of refuge in the religious dtbdcle which took place in the last half of the century He has been much blamed for his incursions into theology, and for the levity of his tone when dealing with religion, but it is scarcely fair to take this sort of exception If theology js not the preserve of a clique, if it really is important to every intelligent and cultured man, then surely an intelligent and cultured man has a right to give his views about it "Levity3* is an attitude of mind allowable to a man who wishes to attack something he feels to be dangerous, it is a more effective weapon than solemnity It was only natural that an unbelieving, but temperamentally religious humanist should anger the believers of his age, as he appears to irritate the believers of
1 The phrase came originally from Swift's Battle of the Books For him sweetness and light were the qualities that distinguished "the ancients",
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